Ekphrastic Expressions

Poetry Inspired By Art

St. Helena Public Library
April 1 - April 30, 2009

Reception and Presentation
Wednesday, April 8  6:30-9:00 pm
FREE to the Public
Janet Manalo, artist & Suzanne Bruce, poet RSVP St. Helena Library 707-963-5244

Suzanne Bruce, poet, resident of Fairfield, will share a sample of her poetry inspired by Janet's artwork. She
enjoys playing w ith a variety of poetry forms to elicit individual responses or reactions. “My goal is to provide the
setting for a situation or feeling w here you can take your ow n interpretive journey. | am challenging my w riting
grow th w ith ekphrasis w ork by doing collaborations w ith artists. Collaborative w ork w ith Janet has brought a new
dimension to my poetry. lam moved by the diversity of style in her art to express through various w ays of feelings
and view s of written w ords generated by visual art.”

Janet Manalo, artist, resident of Fairfield, w ill bring some of her art pieces that accompany Suzanne’s poems. “My
artistry is expressed through various mediums, some of which are acrylics, w atercolors, textiles and fiber,
charcoal, photography and computers. | enjoy the evolution of creativity that comes from experimentation.
Suzanne’s poetry often evokes very vivid imagery, w hich | have found to be a source of inspiration for some of
my creations.”

Suzanne and Janet have a book, Voices Beyond the Canvas, published June 2007, w hich contains 22 of their
collaborative pieces. Their w ebsite is w ww .ekphrasticexpressions.com.

Bird of Paradise

Passion succinctly peeks
through overgrown coy,
foliage of dreams reach up,
ravenous to be meaningful.

Look inside to find the Truth,
shadows do not hide,

they protectinfant desires
longing to grow.

No longer silent buds,

tightly entwined blossoms emerge,
vibrant crimson and magenta of joy
scream freedom.

| do not need a picture to see,
authentic beauty lives in a thought,
ecstasybursts

as my Secret Garden thrives.

Hidden Garden acrylic on canvas



